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May 12, 1993

Mr. Alan Altur
Illinois Site Assessment Manager
Site Assessment Section (HSM-5J)
U.S. EPA Region 5
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604

Subject: EPA Contract No. 68-W8-0084
Work Assignment No. 31-5JZZ
Trip Report for Site Visit
to Sauget Areas No. 1 and No. 2
Sauget, Illinois, May 3 and 4, 1993

Dear Mr. Altur:

On May 3 and 4, 1993, PRC Environmental Management, Inc. (PRC), representatives conducted a
site visit to die Sauget Areas No. 1 and No. 2 in Sauget, Illinois for the purpose of collecting
information for preparation of the HRS scoring package for the Sauget Area No. 1. The site visit
focused on Sauget Area No. 1, but included a brief look at Sauget Area No. 2. PRC was
accompanied on the site visit by Mr. Paul Takacs and Ms. Kim Nika of the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA). PRC representatives drove from Chicago to the site area on die evening
of May 2 and returned to Chicago on May 4. The rest of this letter report describes the major
activities and findings of the site visit. Photographs taken during the site visit are included in
Enclosure 1, and copies of PRC's field notes are included in Enclosure 2.

May 3, 1993

PRC representatives (Eric Morton, Julie Kaiser, Christopher Scott, and Sandy Anagnostopoulos) met
Paul Takacs and Kim Nika of IEPA for breakfast on May 3 to discuss the schedule and scope of the
site visit. The site visit began at about 9:15 a.m. widi a driving tour of the Sauget Area No. 1 site.
The purpose of this tour was to become acquainted with each of the source areas (including Sites G,
H, I, L, M, and N and Dead Creek segments [CS] CS-A, CS-B, CS-C, CS-D, CS-E, and CS-F) that
form Area No. 1 and the major business, industrial, and residential areas located near these source
areas.

Paul Takacs led the tour, which began with a drive through the City of Sauget to the northern end of
CS-A. Major business and industrial operations identified and discussed along the way included
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Monsanto Chemical Co., Cerro Copper Co., Federal Chemical Corporation, U.S. Chemical Warfare
Service, Saucony Oil Co., Ethyl Corporation (formerly Edwin Cooper), and the former Kerr-McGee
plant. CS-A begins at Monsanto Avenue and proceeds south on Cerro Copper property immediately
west of Site I. Photographs No. 1 and 2 (see Enclosure 1) show a southward view of CS-A and Site
I. Cerro Copper removed contaminated sediments from CS-A in 1991. CS-A was subsequently
backfilled and covered by gravel.

The tour proceeded south to Queeny Avenue, where Sites G, H and I and the northern end of CS-B
were observed (see Photographs No. 3 through 6). Paul Takacs described how historical aerial
photographs show that disposal began in the southeastern corner of Site H and proceeded north. Sites
H (see Photograph No. 3) and I (see Photograph No. 4) apparently form a single landfill and are
connected beneath Queeny Avenue. 1EPA constructed a fence around Site G (see Photograph No. 5).
This site is contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB). Stressed vegetation, rolls of
asbestos, and pools of oil were observed at Site G. CS-B was observed from its northern end (see
Photograph No. 6). IEPA also constructed a fence around CS-B. Cottonwood and willow trees were
observed in CS-B. Wiese Engineering is located west of and owns a portion of Site G. Metro
Construction owns Site H and is located immediately east of CS-B.

Before leaving this area, Paul Takacs related an incident that took place on the southern portion of
Site I near Queeny Avenue. In 1989 or 1990, Pyramid Electric employees were installing telephone
poles at Cerro Copper within Site I. The poles were going to be used to mount surveillance cameras.
At one location, the drill rig hit a drum. The auger flight, with the drum attached, was removed
from the hole. One Pyramid employee immediately reported experiencing dizziness and chest
tightness (apparently by fumes from the punctured drum), and three other workers required
hospitali/ation. A soil sample from the auger was sent to Monsanto Chemical Co. Monsanto could
only report that the sample as being a heavy distillate with a "high boiling point." Four days later,
Cerro Copper's contractor took a sample of soil from the borehole. Analysis of the sample showed
high levels of 2,4-dichlorphenol (2,4-D) and 2,4,6-trichlorophenol (2,4,6-T), which are components
of Agent Orange. The drum is believed by IEPA to have possibly contained off-specification Agent
Orange. This incident can potentially be used to support an observed release by direct observation for
the air migration pathway.

PRC and IEPA representatives drove to the end of Walnut Street to observe Site M, which has been
fenced by IEPA. This site was originally a sand pit created by H.H. Hall Construction. A channel
currently exists connecting CS-B and Site M. CS-B drains into Site M from the north and south.
Mr, Alien, owner of the home immediately east of Site M on the northern side of Walnut Street, said
that he thought the channel had developed naturally, but Paul Takacs thought it may have been
manmade. Both Mr. Alien and Paul Takacs thought that there may have been limited direct dumping
(material unknown) into Site M. Mr. Alien said that when his well is dry, he places his pump in Site
M and waters his garden with water from the site. He also said that his brother-in-law, who was a
driver for Waggoner Trucking, has told him that mechanics for Waggoner Trucking dumped used oil
directly into CS-B.
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The site visit continued at the southern end of CS-B along Judith Street. PRC observed no water flow
through the culvert between CS-B and CS-C; both CS-B (see Photograph No. 7) and CS-C appeared
to be stagnant. A green heron was observed sitting on a dead branch in CS-B.

According to Paul Takacs, the field north of Judith Street, west of CS-B, and south of Site G is
owned by Moto Corp. and leased to Clarence Sauget. The field is currently planted with wheat (see
Photograph No. 8). In the past, soybeans grown in this field were analyzed by IEPA because of
concern about runoff from Site G. The analysis showed low levels of PCBs. Paul Takacs said that
he would try to get PRC the analytical results, which may be filed in lEPA's Collinsville office.
Clarence Sauget apparently also farms land immediately north of Site M that he leases from several
individual owners.

After breaking for lunch, Christopher Scott and Kim Nika drove through Sauget and Cahokia,
identifying major businesses, industries, and residential areas within about 1 mile of Site G and Dead
Creek. Paul Takacs and the remaining PRC representatives drove along Upper Cahokia Road past
the former Kerr McGee creosote plant. The plant buildings have been removed, but the drip tracks
are still visible.

The two groups met during the afternoon, and the site visit continued at the southern end of CS-C
along Cahokia Street. PRC's primary goals in observing CS-C through CS-E were to (1) visually
locate the surface and sediment sampling locations of the expanded site inspection (ESI) and the
screening site inspection (SSI) and (2) determine if there was water flow through the culverts between
and within the creek segments. Note: The ESI was prepared by Ecology & Environment, Inc. for
IEPA and the SSI was prepared by IEPA.

PRC observed no water flow through the culvert between CS-C and CS-D at Cahokia Street; both
segments appeared to be stagnant (see Photographs No. 9, 10, and 11). In addition, PRC did not
observe any water flow through the culvert located at Kinder Street between the northern and
southern portions of CS-D (see Photographs No. 12 and 13). However, PRC did observe water flow
through the culvert located at Jerome Street between the southern portion of CS-D and CS-E (see
Photograph No. 14). Therefore, it appears that the southern portion of CS-D and CS-E may be
combined for evaluation of the surface water pathway (see Photographs No. 15 through 19).

The SSI report states that sediment sampling location XI10 was about 5 feet north of the culvert at
Parks College. The distance between this sampling point and several buildings at Parks College was
measured. The college assembly hall, apparently used as a classroom, is located about 135 feet from
sampling location XI10. The aeronautical engineering building which includes the Teacher Resource
Center also contains classrooms and is located about 197 feet from sampling location XI10. The
aeronautical engineering building is connected to Lindbergh Library. However, students using the
library are not allowed to move from one building to the other through this connection. The library
itself is located more than 200 feet from sampling location XI10.
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Photograph No. 1 Location: Creek Segment A iCS-A)
Orientation: South Date: May 3, 1993
Description: Northern end of CS-A: CS-A has been filled in by Cerro Copper; parts of Cerro

Copper and Site I are visible at the right and left sides of the picture, respectively.

Photograph No. 2
Orientation: Southeast
Description: Northern end of Site I located immediately east of CS-A.

Location: Site I
Date: May 3. 1993
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Ph liogr iph No. 3
Orientat ion: South
Description: Former landfill covered with grass: Site H is not fenced.

Loca t i . i n , Site H
Date: Mav 3. 1993

Photograph No. 4
Orientation: North
Descript on: Southern end of Site I viewed irom Queeny Avemu

l..,ocal un: Site I
Date: Mr. 3 1993
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Photogriph No. 5 Locator: Site G
Orientation: South Date: M.a\ 3, 1993
Dtscnpiion: Fence, topped wi th harheu wire, constructed by the I l l i n o i s Environmental f ' r >te,l ion

Agency (JEPA) around Site G.

Photograph No. 6
Orientation: North
Descriptor!: Northern part or 'CS-B viewed i roin Queeny Avenue:

around CS-B by IEPA.

Locali< n: CS-B
Hate: M;r 3 !()93

note the k- i ic t constru ; i-d



Ph.itognph No. 7 Loi.-ati.-n: CS-B
Orientation: North t)a le : \ja, 3, 1993
Description: Southern end of CS-B viewed f r o m Jud i th Street: access is restricted by a fence

constructed around CS-B by IEPA.

Ph( tograph No. 8 Locat ion: Farm F i d t i Ad jacen t to CS-B
Orien ia t im: North hau, M;} 3 ,993

Description: Field located immedia te ly south of Site G and farmed by Clarence Sauget: L n e n t l y ,
the field is planted wi th wheat.
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Photograph No. 9
Orientation: South
Descnpiion: Northern end of CS-C

Local i
Date: V.

CS-C
3, 1993

access is unrestr ic ted.

Orientation:
Desci ipt on:

North
Southerrp

hate: Mr, 3
CS-C
1993

end ot CS-C



Photograph No. 11 Localun: CS-D
Orientation: South Date: I M a v >, 1993
Description: Northern end of the northern h a l f of CS-D viewed trom Cahokia Street: c u i v m

appears to be blocked, as is evidenced by the stagnant water.

Photograph No. 12 Locatkx;: CS-D
Orieinatbn: South Date: Mas 3 1993
Def .c r ipfon: Northern end of the culvert between the two halves of CS-D: the culvert appt ar.1 MI

be blocked, as is evidenced by ihe stagnant water.
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Photograph No. 13 Location:
Orientation: South Date: May 3
Description: Northern end of the southern half of CS-D viewed from Kinder Street.

CS-E
1993

Photograph No. 14 Location: CS-E
Orientation: Southeast Date: Mav 3, 1993
Description: Northern end of CS-E viewed from Jerome Street: the culvert between CS-D and CS-

E at this location is partially open. Water flow was observed.
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Photograph No. 15 Location: CS-E
Orientation: Southeast Date: Ma> 3, 1993
Description: Northern end of CS-E viewed from the western bank just south of Jerome Street

Photograph No. 16 Location: CS-E
Orientation: Northeast Date: May 3, 1993
Description: Northern part of CS-E viewed from the western bank just south of Jerome Street.
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Photograph No. 17 Location: CS-E
Orientation: North Date: May 3, 1993
Description: Northern part of CS-E viewed from the western bank just south of Jerome Street.

Photograph No. 18 Location: CS-E
Orientation: South Date: May 3. 1993
Description: CS-E viewed from Edgar Street: Edgar Street dead-ends west of CS-E in the parking

lot for the Jaycee building.
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Photograph No. 19
Orientation: East
Description: CS-E viewed from Edgar Street.

Location: Wetlands at the Southern End of CS-F
Date: May 3. 1993

Photograph No. 20 Location: Wetlands at the Southern End of CS-F
Orientation: Southeast Date: May 3, 1993
Description: Overflow structure along the western bank of the wetlands: note the orange-red aigae

at the southern end of the wetlands.
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Photograph No, 21 Location: Wetlands at the Southern End of CS-F
Orientation: Southeast Date: May 3 1993
Description: The orange-red algae observed at the southern end of the wetlands
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